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THORNTON FAMILY 
By W. G. Stanard 

(From Quarterly Volume VI, No. i, pp. 53-57, which is out 

of print.) 

79. William^ Thornton (Francis,* Anthony,^ Francis,^ 

William^), of "Society Hill," King George county, born , 

died 1800, the year in which his will was proved in King George 
Co. He was a member of the House of Delegates in 1784, 1785, 
and 1786, and of the Convention of 1788. He married Elizabeth, 
second daughter of George Mason, of "Gunston," the distin- 
guished statesman. Issue: 137, George Francis," died unmar- 
ried, in Alexandria, in 1824. In September, 1818, he sold to 
Henry Lee, guardian of Elizabeth McCarty, the "Society Hill" 
estate, 700 acres ; and on July 29, 1822, when a resident of Wash- 
ington city, he sold to John Stith, of King George, a tract of land 
in that county called "The Cottage." His will, dated September 
I, 1823, and proved in King George July i, 1824, gave his whole 
estate to his "friend William Herbert, of Shooter's Hill." Mr. 
Herbert qualified as executor, giving bond in $20,000. 138, 
William Mason,* died, unmarried, at Princeton College. 

In October last, the compiler of this genealogy, being in King 
George paid a visit to "Society Hill." The house is reputed to be 
(and it bears every evidence of the truth of the belief) the oldest 
house in the county. It was probably built by Anthony'' or 
Francis^ Thornton. The house stands on a high hill near the 
"Brick-house Landing," on Potomac Creek, and commands a beau- 
tiful view of the river. The thick walls, heavy chimneys, and 
narrow windows, all show its age. No sign of its former occupa- 
tion by a family of wealth and standing exist around it, except 
traces of terraces on the steep hillside in front. The building it- 
self, with the exception of the walls and chimneys, is a mere 
wreck. Most of the doors have disappeared, and the vacant places 
have been supplied by planks nailed to the door frames. The first 
floor, four or five feet from the ground, was originally reached 
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by semi-circular stone steps ; but these have been broken down, 
and entrance can now be obtained on one side only, by a pile of 
fragments. The interior, which is in such wretched condition 
that one feels surprise at finding a family poor enough to occupy 
it, yet retains evidences that it was once a costly and handsome 
house. The walls of the high-pitched rooms on this floor are 
panelled to the ceiling ; the windows are closed with solid inside 
shutters ; and the corner fireplaces retained until lately hooks, 
which showed that they had once been surrounded by tiles. Sev- 
eral steps have fallen away from the staircase leading to the sec- 
ond story, and with a gap in the floor, open to the cellar, make 
the ascent difficult to any but a boy or a cat. In the second story 
are several rooms of good size, but in some of them the floors have 
fallen, and in all it is dangerous to walk. From this story stairs 
ascend to a large garret, which formerly derived its light from 
circular windows at each end, but now receive rain as well as 
sunshine through broken places in the roof. From the garret a 
shaky ladder leads to an opening in the roof, from which there is 
a most striking view of the surrounding country, the wide Poto- 
mac, and the Maryland shore. 

80. James Bankhead' Thornton (Peter,^ Anthony,^ 
Francis,^ William>), of "Mount Zephyr," Caroline county, born 
1770, died March 29, 1843. He was justice of the peace for 
Caroline from 1802. He married Mildred Rootes, daughter of 
Colonel Anthony Thornton, of "Ornisby." In 1845, Anthony, 
Peter R., James B., Charles W., and R. B. Thornton advertised 
for sale "Mount Zephyr," "the seat of the late James B. Thornton, 
and of the family for several generations." Issue: 139, 
Anthony f 140, Ellen,'* married Thomas Rowe ; 141, Peter f 142, 
James Bankheadf 143, Dr. Rootes," according to one account, died 
unmarried; according to another married Miss Buckner; 144, 
Charles f 145, Mary Rootes,'' died young; 146, Mildred,'* died 
young. 

81. Peter' Thornton (Peter,* Anthony,^ Francis,^ Wil- 
liam^), of "Rose Hill," Caroline county, born 1774; died Septem- 
ber, 1833. He married Taylor. Issue: 147, Edmund; 

148, Taylor. 
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84. Anthony' Thornton (Anthony* Anthony,^ Francis,^ 
William^), of "Ormsby," Caroline county, born February i, 1748; 
died December i, 1828. He was a member of the Caroline county 
committee of safety, i775-'76; was appointed lieutenant-colonel 
of the militia in that county in 1777, and county lieutenant in 
1779 or 1780. He held the latter office until 1789, or later, and 
rendered throughout the Revolution, useful and efficient service. 
The Calendar of Virginia State Papers contains several letters to 
and from him, as follows: (i) "Hanover Town, January 16, 
1781. Col: Anthony Thornton informs the Governor he has 
been ordered by Gen : Nelson to march his troops back to Caro- 
line, and hold them in readiness until further orders. He judges 
from this he will be sent to Potomack, and begs to be supplied 
with two hundred and fifty muskets, as he can do nothing with- 
out arms." (2) "August 21, 1 781. Col: Anthony Thornton in- 
forms Col. Davies of the condition of the militia, &c., in his county. 
He has so arranged the Muster Rolls as to get rid of useless men, 
and to keep at least one-fourth of his force always in the field. 
Mr. Higgins has sixty-five stand of arms repaired, and can have 
no more done without Salt. He has always sent the six-months 
men to the field, and the county now has only these and the men 
who have served their time in the service. The clothing has been 
collected, and delivered to Major Nelson." (3) Col: Anthony 
Thornton, Jun: to Col: Davies, Caroline Co., Sept. 6, 1781. Re- 
gretting his inability to give correct returns of the number of men 
remaining in the County, owing to the fact that the entire Militia 
and Officers capable of making returns were in the field. At the 
time of the Semi-Annual report required he was too ill to attend 
to business. The entire force of the County, 644 men. On this 
account, the demands upon them have been 'exceeding burthen- 
some,' compared with those of other Counties. Instead of one- 
fourth, one half are required to go to the field at once. He is de- 
termined, however, to meet the wants of the Service by Keeping 
the full quota on duty." (4) Governor Nelson to Colonel Anthony 
Thornton, Jr., Caroline county. "Williamsburg, Sept. 12, 1781. 
Sir : A large body of troops being expected in a few Days down 
the Bay, under his Excellency Genl. Washington, which will 
probably land in Gloucester, I beg that you will have all the Flour 
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you can procure at Port Royal, or in any part of Caroline or the 
adjacent Country, sent in Vessels round into Pianketank with all 
possible Dispatch. I have the Liberty of giving you this Trouble 
from a conviction that your zeal for your Country's Good will 
incline you to undertake a Business so serviceable to it, & that your 
Influence will enable you to execute it with the greatest success." 
Colonel Thornton commanded the Caroline militia during the siege 
of Yorktown, and his force took part in the attack on Gloucester 
Point. The following letter was written from that place: (5) 
"Col : Anth. Thornton to Governor Nelson. Gloucester, Oct. 
2 1 St, 1 781. On his way to that place he was taken ill, and con- 
sequently did not arrive until Wednesday evening. Has been for 
two days trying to see Governor Nelson, but 'the French General 
positively forbid my crossing over to York, tho' I informed him 
I had particular business with you.' Requests directions as to 
his proceeding 'to collecting the Grain, Fother, & Hay, &c.' ; con- 
cludes, 'Permit me to congratulate Your Excellency on the happy 
end of the Siege, & believe me to be, with the greatest Esteem.' " 
(6) "Col : A. Thornton to Col : Wm Davies, Caroline Co. Dec. 
24, 1 781." His letter in regard to the British prisoners, said to 
be hiring themselves out in this county, has been received. He 
hears of not more than six or eight in that neighborhood, but 
learns that they are scattered about in almost all the counties "be- 
tween this and the Ridge." He will at once order his officers "to 
attend to this matter, and to dispose of them as directed." (7) 
"Caroline Co., May ist, 1782." Colonel Anthony Thornton in- 
forms Col : Davies that the clothing due from that county has been 
ready at the Bowling Green for some months. He adds : "I 
sincerely lament with you the languor of every measure attempted 
to be taken ; but unless the Legislature will make Salutary Laws, 
it is impracticable for them to be effectually executed." (8) 
"Col : Anth. Thornton to Governor Beverley Randolph, Caroline 
County, May 14, 1789. Not having received a single shilling for 
the Militia fines, thought it unnecessary to make any report about 
it, until urged to do so by a notice yesterday from the Solicitor 
that a motion be made against me for neglect of duty." He hopes 
that the executive will direct the solicitor to waive the intended 
motion. "Nothing but the present deranged state of the Militia 
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and my great wish to see them in better order, would keep me a 
single day in commission," etc. 

Late in life Col: Thornton removed to Kentucky with all of 
his children except his son Philip. Col : Thornton married, May 
8, 1772, Mary, daughter of Philip Rootes, of "Rosewall," King 
and Queen county, and his wife, Mildred Reade, of Gloucester 
county. Mrs. Thornton died December 21, 1828. Col: Thornton 
and his wife were involved in lengthy litigation in attempting to 
recover a legacy left to her by her father. The case came twice 
before the Court of Appeals. 

Issue : 149, Mildred Rootes, born ; died ; mar- 
ried James B. Thornton; 150, Katherine Taliaferro, died young; 
151, Anthony; 152, Philip; 153, Charles Taliaferro; 154, Mary 
Reade, married Judge Benjamin Mills, of the Circuit Court of 
Kentucky; 155, Lucy, died single at an advanced age; 156, Eliza- 
beth Edmondson, died young; 157, Judith Presley, born June 
28, 1788; died December 29, 1851 ; married, September 6, 1808, 
her cousin, William Thornton (son of Sterling and Winifred 
Thornton) , who was born January 17, 1789, and died May 7, 1871. 
They lived at various times at Bourbon and Montgomery counties, 
Kentucky, and removed to Sangamon county, Illinois, in 1834. 
They had issue: (a), Mildred R., married Rev. Duly Whitney; 
(b), Emma D., married John R. Duryee, of Strathan, Logan 
county, Illinois; (c), William, married, January i, 1838, Roxanna 
Lyman, and died January 11, 1838; (d), Eliza W., unmarried; 
(e), Lucy D., married ist, Francis Conway Thornton, and had two 
children; she married, 2ndly, William K. Hardee, of Virden, 
Illinois. William Thornton served in the war of 1812 as a lieu- 
tenant in the Kentucky troops. 158, /. Rootes; 159, Lewis; 160, 
Walker. 

Note by the Editor 

Among the papers preserved in the Virginia Historical So- 
ciety is a very old manuscript, certainly not later than the year 
1700, which may serve to indicate the origin of the Thornton 
family of Virginia. It was, perhaps, once in possession of some 
member thereof. It reads as follows : 
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"In the Cemetery of St. Giles in the ffields, Inscription on 
Tombstone : 

" 'Johannes Thornton, in Memoriam clarissimae Uxoris Mar- 
garitae, filiae Georgeij Collins, hujus parochiae Sancti Agidii in 
Campis, hoc monumentum posuit. 

" 'Under this sad Marble Sleeps 
She for whom ev'n Marble weeps ; 
Her praise liveth still, tho' here she lyes. 
Seeming dead that never dyes ; 
Religion, Love in suffering breast. 
Her Charity, Mildness, and the rest. 
Have crowned her soul ; all mourn with fame 
Her husband's loss and Midwifes blame. 
She dyed in Childbed, 70 times blest & seven. 
Her Child & she delivered both in Heaven. 
Ob: 8 Jan: 161 1.' 

Round y^ Margent of the Stone these Words: 

" 'Full south this Stone 4 feet doth lye 
His ffather John & grandfather Henry 
Thornton, of Thornton, in Yorkshire bred, 
Where lives the ffame of Thornton, being dead.' " 



